November – December Topic Analysis
Resolved: Individuals have a moral obligation to assist people in need.

Individuals – a single person

Moral – pertaining or relating to right conduct 

Obligation – duty

Assist – 

Affirmative Ideas

· Golden Rule – do to others that which you would want done to you

· Society benefits ( Individuals would benefits

· Societies are founded on protecting people, thus as an individual of society, you have a moral obligation to protect others
Negative Ideas

· Primary obligation is to help yourself before others (survival of the fittest, Social Darwinism)
· People in need do not learn how to help themselves
· Resources may be better allocated

· All people are in need, it is infeasible to assist all people

· Assisting people in need has no long-term impact
Utilitarianism (John Stuart Mill, Jeremy Bentham)

· “greatest good for the greatest number”

Cost-Benefit Analysis

· if benefits outweighs cost, then do it

Kant’s Categorical Imperative
· 1st Formulation – universality

· “Act only according to that maxim whereby you can at the same time will that it should become a universal law.”
· 2nd Formulation – not means to an end
· “Act in such a way that you treat humanity, whether in your own person or in the person of any other, never merely as a means to an end, but always at the same time as an end.
· 3rd Formulation – Golden Rule
· “Therefore, every rational being must so act as if he were through his maxim always a legislating member in the universal kingdom of ends.”
Social Contract (Locke)
· All individuals have Natural Rights (life, liberty, property)
· State of Nature is where we only have individuals (no government or societies)
· Create societies/governments to protect our rights
· We also give up some rights to have others protected

· Our actions should not infringe on the rights of others
· If we infringe on others’ rights, we lose some rights
· If governing body fails to protect, then individuals may revolt
