Resolved: Individuals have a moral obligation to assist people in need.

	Affirmative Argument
	Negative Response

	Golden Rule
	· Golden Rule is used more to prevent negative action
· Just because you want something, does not mean other people are obliged to give it to you.

	Equal rights
	· Obligation to help others would infringe on your own right to liberty
· Equal rights means that you have an obligation not to infringe on their rights
· Equal rights does not require equal quality of life

	Categorical Imperative

	· Attack each of maxims
· 1) cannot universalize because economically infeasible
· 2) nobody would want to live in a world requiring assistance (i.e. restricted liberty)

	Richer people want to give money to poorer people
	· A society built on this obligation would remove any incentive to excel


	Individuals depend on each other (codependence) – society argument
	· resolution focuses on the individual
· society’s resources can assist the people in need

· we celebrate the virtue of helping others; however, we do not obligate them to do so

	Self-interest is bad
	· Self-interest is inherent in people/individuals 

	Altruism is required by morality
	· Altruism is celebrated as moral actions, but not required
· If altruism were required, then we would have a natural right to be assisted

	Natural rights
	· See above
· Society/government has the obligation to maintain rights, not individuals

	Society is based on altruism (e.g. education)
	· Yes, however resolution specifies individuals


	Utilitarianism / Consequentialism
	· Must be able to weigh consequences, which are never 100% clear
· It would be better if we did not help everyone.  (e.g. Food distribution, some people need to starve to feed others)
· Morality and utilitarianism don’t mix well together.  We neglect a minority.
· Greatest number of people are actually not in need (e.g. definition of need)

	It’s good to help each other!
	· Moral virtue, NOT a moral obligation
· 

	Definition of moral obligation – to be moral/good, we do it, but it’s not a legal requirement
	· Natural right (liberty) not to participate
· Virtue vs. obligation
· Just restating the resolution, no warrant or impact

	
	


Resolved: Individuals have a moral obligation to assist people in need.

	Negative Argument
	Affirmative Response

	Morality does not mean obligation
	· Obligation to society
· Follow a widely accepted moral code

· Social contract

	Morality does not exist if we had obligations
	· Morality would still exist b/c people still have freedom to break obligations

	Individuals already come together to assist people in need
	· Individuals coming together are a minority
· Does not matter because it’s about the individual obligation

	People are obligated to not harm others, but not obligated to help
	· People letting others feel pain and suffering is essentially harming them
· Neglect is harmful

· Good Samaritan laws

	No way to enforce moral obligation
	· That does not mean we should not have moral obligation
· Enforcement is not a requirement for affirmation in LD debate
· Enforcement is an implementation problem

	Impossible to universalize
	· If everybody assisted each other properly, then everybody would be happier
· Education is an example

	People in need is not well-defined (could be anybody)
	· No, “people in need” should refer to natural rights – not luxuries

	Results in negative impacts/consequences
	· Not guaranteed
· Implementation issue

	Detriment to individuals ( detriment to society
	· Moral obligation should not hurt you (otherwise it would not be good)

	Most important obligation is to yourself
	· Morality is derived by society
· Assisting others is a community interest

· It is in my self-interest for others to look out for my self-interest too

	Survival of the fittest
	· Hobbesian state of nature would result in people infringing on others’ rights
· Society as a whole would be hurt if only a few survived

	Morally virtuous is better than obligation
	· Obligation is implied by moral virtues

	Limited resources ( discrimination
	· Not guaranteed

· Discriminate fairly (allocate resources)
· Resolution focuses on moral obligation, not feasibility


