Resolved: Individuals have a moral obligation to assist people in need.
Affirmative Arguments
· Participation in the economic system makes us culpable for the harm it causes
· Our dependence on others justifies obligations towards them
· Acting out of self-interest is discriminatory

· Individuals are responsible for collective action problems
· Our moral agency requires us to be altruistic
· Altruism is useful for human survival
· The obligation to aid others is based on our mutual need for aid
· A moral community requires aiding other people
· All people deserve to be protected
· Helping others in the past does not dejustify future obligations to provide aid
· Utilitarianism justifies an obligation to help others
Moral Philosophers

John Stuart Mill, Jeremy Bentham

· Utilitarianism

· Doing the “greatest good for the greatest number”

John Locke
· Natural rights

· Social contract

Immanuel Kant

· Categorical Imperative

· Universality – act as if it were to become universal law

· Individuals not means to an end, but an end themselves
· Kingdom of Ends – consequences as if they were to happen to you (Golden Rule)
Affirmative Core Values
· Morality
· Societal Welfare
· Equality

· Duty
· Consequentialism
· Reciprocity
· Natural Rights

· Altruism
· Life
· Happiness
· Progress

Affirmative Value Criteria

· Kant’s Categorical Imperative
· Utilitarianism
· Social Contract
· Cost-Benefit analysis
· Consequentialism
· Maximizing altruism
· Minimizing harm
· Maximizing protection of rights
Resolved: Individuals have a moral obligation to assist people in need.
Negative Arguments
· Aid breeds dependence and therefore inequality
· Individuals are only morally responsible for their choices
· Different needs between people make consistent aid impossible
· Common humanity does not justify obligations to others
· Aiding others is short-sighted
· Individuals cannot demand others to make sacrifices for them
· Altruism uses people as tools to be sacrificed
· Positive obligations towards others can only arise from consent
· Individuals are only responsible for their private interests
· Receiving aid shows that people do not cope with their responsibilities
· Moral obligations to aid others would be arbitrary

· Forcing altruism violates authentic benevolence
· Individuals ought to pursue their own interests
Negative Strategies
· Focusing on the resolution (i.e. focusing on the individual)
· Society has the obligation to help, not individuals
· Obligation defeats the purpose of virtue
· Infeasibility (economically unwise)
· Inherently arbitrary ( inherent discrimination
· Bad consequences
Negative Core Values

· Happiness
· Individual Rights

· Societal Welfare
· Individualism
· Economic Welfare

· Morality
· Duty

· Progress
Negative Value Criteria

· Kant’s Categorical Imperative

· Utilitarianism

· Social Contract

· Cost-Benefit analysis

· Consequentialism

· Minimizing harm

· Maximizing individual rights
